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TURNING

MISSION
INTO

MOTION

OUR ROLE AS A DRIVING FORCE IN THE LASALLIAN NETWORK

the first word

A Moving Part of a Larger Whole
BY MARGARET M. MCGUINNESS, PH.D.

EVERY YEAR, THREE MEMBERS OF

our faculty attend the International
Lasallian University Leadership
Program. It’s not difficult to find
willing volunteers—especially because
the program, which is sponsored by the
International Association of Lasallian
Universities, is held at the Christian
Brothers’ motherhouse in Rome.
During their time in the Eternal City,
our faculty delegates eat, sleep, and
breathe Lasallian mission and identity
(with a few gelato breaks, of course)
with about 60 other professors from
Lasallian universities throughout
the world. My first question to them
upon their return is always the same:
“What was the most valuable concept
that you brought back from Rome?”
And their answer is always the same:
“I never truly understood that La Salle
University is part of a worldwide network of institutions dedicated to
higher education.”
That response is exactly what I hope
I will hear because, in addition to the
five other Christian Brothers universities
scattered across the United States,
Lasallian institutions of higher education
span a number of countries across the
globe, including Colombia, Mexico,
the Philippines, Spain, France, and
Palestine. “When you tell people you’re
from La Salle,” they continue, “you
have to be very specific!”
When your usual frame of reference
is our campus at 20th and Olney,
it’s easy to forget that La Salle is one
moving part of a much larger Lasallian
network. Many of the traditions we
celebrate here—while unique to
Lasallian schools—are not unique
to our campus. Students, faculty,
staff members, and alumni who have
visited other Lasallian universities,

“W hen your usual frame
of reference is our campus
at 20th and Olney, it’s easy
to forget that La Salle is
one moving part of a much
larger Lasallian network.”

both nationally and internationally,
have found that the surroundings may
look different, but the driving force
remains the same: faith, community,
and service.
And though we may speak different
languages, we live by the same message. Whether you’re at a Christian
Brothers school in Minnesota, Mexico,
or Madagascar, you’ll undoubtedly
hear a distinctly Lasallian invocation:
“Let us remember, we are in the holy
presence of God.” This prayer comes
from our founder, St. John Baptist de
La Salle, himself—who encouraged the
Brothers to recite it at certain times
throughout the school day. More
than 300 years later, it remains an
important and unifying part of our
common Lasallian heritage.
The Board of Trustees recently
approved a revised mission statement
for the University. And while the wording may have changed, La Salle’s
mission has not. We continue to be
guided by the vision and philosophy
of St. La Salle, patron saint of teachers,
who stressed the importance of both
theoretical and practical knowledge.

As a Catholic university rooted in the
tradition of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools, we provide academic and
co-curricular opportunities for our
students to contemplate life’s ultimate
questions and engage in a free search
for truth. But we are also a Lasallian
university, and so we promote excellence in teaching and scholarship in
a context that includes respect for each
person, mentoring relationships, and
authentic community.
As I write this reflection, professors
Elizabeth Langemak, Kathleen
McNichol, and Janine Mariscotti are
finishing their fourth day in Rome. I
suspect they have had a chance to get
at least a quick glimpse of St. Peter’s
and shared some fine food with
Lasallians from around the world.
But they have also begun to comprehend just how interconnected we
are. Our mission statement, they will
come to understand, is one that those
they meet in Rome will understand
and appreciate.
Margaret M. McGuinness is Vice
President for Mission and a professor
of religion at La Salle University.
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BY COLLEEN MULLARKEY, M.A., ’06

OUR ROLE AS A DRIVING FORCE IN THE LASALLIAN NETWORK

With a new mission statement in place, La Salle has added even more
momentum to its drive to stay connected to the Lasallian tradition in principle
and in practice. In the following pages, read about a few of the projects and
programs on campus that exemplify how the University works with others
in the Lasallian community worldwide to keep the mission moving forward.
Where is the University headed? Stay tuned for our cover story in the fall
issue of La Salle Magazine, where we will take a look at how we are getting
the next generation of Lasallian leaders in gear.
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A HOTBED FOR HIGHER EDUCATION,

Philadelphia has nearly enough
universities and colleges to rival its
many historic landmarks. More than
50 institutions within the city limits
alone offer a collegiate experience—
but only one of them can provide
a Lasallian experience.
For more than 150 years, La Salle
University has espoused a philosophy
of higher learning that focuses on
the individual and sets us apart from
the many other colleges and universities
in this region. And yet it’s that very
same ideology that ties us to a network
of more than 1,000 educational institutions in 81 countries across the globe.
But even within the Lasallian
network, we stand out. Of the six
Lasallian universities and colleges in
North America and Canada, La Salle
University is the largest. We have
more active full-time Christian Brothers
on our campus than any other college
or university in the Lasallian Region

of North America (RELAN), and
one of the highest numbers of
active full- and part-time Brothers
of all universities and colleges in the
worldwide Lasallian network.
“La Salle is fortunate to have so
many active Brothers on campus—it’s
just so important and special to be
able to interact with Brothers who
have devoted their lives to education
and to teaching in the footsteps of
St. John Baptist de La Salle,” said
Margaret McCarty, D.Min., Executive
Director of RELAN. “They are living
witnesses of this heritage that so many
of us have embraced as our own.”
While the lay members of our
University community haven’t taken a
professed vow to further the Lasallian
mission, it’s a calling that, for many, has
come to define the way they teach, the
way they learn, and the way they live.
“We appreciate La Salle University
as a leader in identifying unique and
creative ways that higher education

can address and express the Lasallian
mission and bring it alive—not just
for students at the University but for
the community as well,” said Maryann
Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive
Director for Mission and Ministry in
the District of Eastern North America
(DENA) of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools. “La Salle has been innovative
in creating ways in which people
can come together to experience
the Lasallian mission and move
the mission forward.”
To further that momentum, the
University adopted a new mission statement this May. (Read it at lasalle.edu/
mission.) The nuts and bolts of the
mission have not changed—the wording
has simply been retooled to provide
a clearer, more impactful look at what
makes La Salle such a driving force
in the Lasallian network.

A BROTHER AMONG BROTHERS
seen himself as moving up the chain
but rather as being another link in
the worldwide Lasallian community.
He recently shared some insights with
La Salle Magazine about his alma
mater and his new role in the order.

Where does La Salle University
fit into the Lasallian network?
La Salle University has, for many
years, played an integral role in the
larger Lasallian network. It frequently
hosts assemblies of Lasallian schools
in the District as well as international
gatherings, such as the International
Association of Lasallian Universities.
A number of past presidents also have
served on the Lasallian Association of
College and University Presidents, an
association that promotes networking
among our institutions of higher
learning and is a key player in the
creation of the two-week annual

L’Osservatore Romano Citta del Vaticano, Servicio Fotografico

In his new role as Superior General
of the Institute of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools, Brother Robert
Schieler, F.S.C., Ed.D., ’72, has
been given a unique opportunity
to carry out the mission of St. John
Baptist de La Salle—as the Founder’s
27th successor.
A Philadelphia native, Br. Robert
was educated by Christian Brothers at
both West Catholic High School and
La Salle University. Since making his
final profession in 1979, Br. Robert
has served as a teacher, a missionary,
and a leader of the Christian Brothers
in many administrative positions, most
recently as General Councilor for the
Lasallian Region of North America.
Yet, in his journey from Philadelphia
to Rome, from a student of the Christian
Brothers to the Superior General of
the entire order, Br. Robert has never

Shortly after being elected Superior General of the
Christian Brothers, Brother Robert Schieler, F.S.C., ’72
(right), met Pope Francis I. Brother Alvaro Echeverria,
F.S.C., Br. Robert’s predecessor as Superior General,
is in the background.

formation program in Rome for our
university professors and staff.
La Salle professors are often called
upon and generously make themselves
available as presenters and resource
people for a variety of workshops and
courses sponsored by Districts and
individual schools in the network.

continued on page 4
SUMMER 2014
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BROTHER

Such networking helps to strengthen
our collective identity in the Lasallian
mission as well as to share resources
and best practices with one another.
As a La Salle alum, I am very proud
of my alma mater and all it does to
promote the Lasallian mission both
at home and abroad.
What did you learn at La Salle
that has helped you in your career
as a teacher and administrator?
Too many things to enumerate—
across the board, La Salle teaches its
students how to write and communicate well, regardless of their major.
La Salle taught me the importance

of lifelong friendship, deepened my
understanding of my Catholic faith, and
fostered a love and appreciation for
the Christian Brothers and the worldwide Lasallian mission. Teaching is a
vocation, and I saw this in so many of
my professors, lay and Brothers alike.
What does it mean to you, personally
and professionally, to be the Superior
General?
Above all, I am a Brother. That is
most important. As a member of a
religious congregation of Brothers,
our life is horizontal. It is not a oneway street where you only move
upward. You may be in an important
leadership role at different times

GEARING UP FOR CHANGE
In the midst of conducting a presidential
search, developing a new strategic plan,
and preparing for the Middle States
reaccreditation process, La Salle is
on the cusp of a major turning point.
Approaching this critical juncture,
Margaret M. McGuinness, Ph.D.,
La Salle’s Vice President for Mission,
felt it was an opportune moment
to revisit the University’s mission
statement and ensure that it provided
clear and purposeful direction.
She turned to faculty and staff
members on campus who had been
involved with various Lasallian formation programs and asked them to
reflect on the prior mission statement,
which dated back to the 1980s. After
many committee meetings and several
drafts, McGuinness had a working
statement to share with a broad cross-

section of the University community,
including Brothers, administrators,
faculty, staff, students, alumni,
and Trustees.
The final version of the mission
statement, approved by the Board of
Trustees in May, contains far fewer
words than its predecessor and produces a much greater impact. More
importantly, it captures the University’s
defining characteristics and goals
in practical language that can speak
to any member of the community.
“The point of a mission statement
is not to get lost in a document
folder somewhere and never get
used,” McGuinness said. “A mission
statement ought to guide everything
you do and every major decision that
you make, and it ought to accurately
reflect what we do and who we are.”

“… Our mission is about more than educating and serving
the underserved—it’s about teaching our students how
to think about those marginalized by society as they leave
here and go out into the world.”
—Margaret M. McGuinness, Ph.D.
4
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in your life, but there is always the
opportunity to return to the classroom
or other assignment and be a “Brother
among your Brothers” in community.
I believe I am sufficiently aware
that as the “face” of the Brothers
on an international stage, I have a
tremendous responsibility to honor
the good work of the Brothers and
all Lasallian partners—all that they
have accomplished in the past, all that
they are accomplishing in the present,
and all that still needs to be done for
so many children, young people, and
adults who come to us for a human
and Christian education. I hope I can
honor the trust I’ve been given.
—Colleen Mullarkey, M.A., ’06

The consensus on campus is that
this new statement does that, and
that it should be used as the basis
of planning and decision-making as
we move toward the future. It will
influence how we assess new and
existing academic programs, how we
contemplate potential partnerships,
how we introduce the University
to prospective students, and how
we apply these principles throughout
the University community.
“There are a lot of mission statements at this University, and I expect
that many of them will change their
wording to reflect the new mission
statement,” McGuinness said.
In fact, some already have. Margaret
M. McManus, Ph.D., Associate
Provost for Graduate Studies, recently
unveiled a new mission statement
for Graduate Studies.
Developed to be consistent with
the University’s new mission statement,
it emphasizes the depth of knowledge,

cover story

BUSCA PROGRAM
TRANSLATES TO SUCCESS

theory-practice connections, lifelong
learning, mentoring, excellence as
scholars and practitioners, and Lasallian
values found in La Salle’s graduate
programs, McManus said.
In either case, the hope is that
these words will set in motion a way
of seeing and interacting with the
world that will guide students long
after they leave campus.
“We want to keep the importance
on the quality education that we
provide,” McGuinness said. “But at
the same time, our mission is about
more than educating and serving the
underserved—it’s about teaching our
students how to think about those
marginalized by society as they leave
here and go out into the world.”
Often these lessons take place outside the traditional classroom. Through
service trips to various parts of the
country and the world, University
Ministry and Service (UMAS) enables
many students to see and understand
the impact of the mission in action.

Think about how difficult it may have been to grasp the concepts in your
first philosophy class. Now imagine taking that same course with English as
your second language.
This is a common challenge for some students. But La Salle’s Bilingual
Undergraduate Studies for Advancement (BUSCA) program has been helping
Hispanic students bridge that gap since its inception in 1993.
One of the first programs of its kind, BUSCA has five semesters—with all
courses taught in English—and culminates in an associate’s degree. During the
first semester, students focus on English language development in the areas of
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. “Many students already speak social
English very well, but we focus specifically on expanding their academic English
skills,” said BUSCA Director Joanne Woods, M.S.Ed.
In the remaining semesters, the students take the core classes for the School of
Arts and Sciences. Although they cover the same material as mainstream students,
it’s helpful for them to learn separately—because the instructors not only teach the
material, but also provide the vocabulary students need to understand the lesson.
“One of the things that La Salle does extremely well is recognizing that
nontraditional students need additional services,” Woods said. That includes
offering academic and motivational counseling, which helps the 99 percent
of BUSCA students who receive financial aid.
This focus on helping students in need is part of the Lasallian DNA. “John
Baptist de La Salle wanted to provide education for underserved students,”
Woods said. “Our students check almost every box in the underserved category—
first-generation college student, of Latino or Hispanic descent, qualify for almost
100 percent financial aid, and English as their second language.”
BUSCA not only fits with the traditional mission of the Christian Brothers, but
also with the District of Eastern Northern America’s more recent goal to develop
new initiatives and programs with the Hispanic/Latino community in mind.
So far, the formula has been a success—66 percent of BUSCA students complete
the program, and demand is high. With more than 50 members, the Class of 2014
was the largest graduating class in BUSCA’s history. This class also had the largest
number of students who decided to pursue bachelor’s degrees at La Salle or elsewhere. “Hopefully, I’ll see them all graduating again in a few years,” Woods said.
One such student is Celimar Torres, a former BUSCA student, who graduated
this year with honors with a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a minor in
criminal justice.
She plans to begin her graduate studies in social work next spring and is applying
for jobs in that field.
Torres made the move from Puerto Rico to Philadelphia in 2008, after hearing about the program from her cousin. “At that time, English was a complete
adventure to me,” she said. “I found in BUSCA all the opportunities to learn
and improve my English skills. BUSCA gave me the right tools for my future
and changed my life.”

—Amanda Koehler, ’07

SUMMER 2014
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GIVING A VOICE TO THE PAST:
UNTOLD STORIES OF THE BROTHERS IN CUBA
After the Cuban Revolution, the new
government banned all private schools
and nationalized all educational
institutions, including one university
and 11 schools run by the Christian
Brothers. In 1961, the Brothers made
a decision to leave the island.
More than 100 of them boarded a
single Pan American flight to Miami;
others went to Panama and later
dispersed to assignments throughout
North America and the Caribbean.
They had initially thought they would
return in three months, but many
never saw Cuba again.

Two years ago, Lisa Jarvinen, Ph.D.,
associate professor of history, and
Conrad Gleber, Ph.D., professor and
Director of the Digital Arts and Multimedia Design program, embarked on
a journey of their own—to investigate
the past of the Christian Brothers who
lived and taught in Cuba before, during,
and after the Cuban Revolution.
Their research project, “The Educational Work of the De La Salle Brothers
in Cuba: Revolution, Exile, Diaspora,
and Return,” will provide insight into
the tradition of these Brothers and
their commitment to the Lasallian

mission, despite less than ideal
circumstances.
“What we’re trying to create
through this project is a collective
portrait of one group of Brothers and
the impact that they have had, because
otherwise, these stories might not be
visible,” Jarvinen said. “We’re hoping
to document their lived experiences and
how they’ve understood them as a way
to show what mission means in action.”
This undertaking began with a
happenstance conversation between
Jarvinen and Gleber, who realized
they had mutual research interests

SERVICE CONNECTIONS IN FULL SWING
La Salle’s service trips take students
to unfamiliar places, where the culture,
the food, the language, the economic
conditions, and the geography are
often vastly different from what they
know. But when our students volunteer
for the trips to Lasallian schools in
Montana and Kenya, it’s not long
before they are reminded of home.
“When the Brothers start anything,
they say, ‘Let us remember that we are
in the holy presence of God.’ And they
end with, ‘St. John Baptist de La Salle,
pray for us. Live Jesus in our hearts
forever,’” said Regina Gauss Kosiek, ’01,
La Salle’s Associate Director of UMAS.
6
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“The students can see that the sense of
community transcends how different
we are on the surface. When we
use the same words, it shows the
students the global element within
the Lasallian network.”
Beyond the prayers that the college
students discover they share with
schoolchildren around the world, the
trips also help them connect with the
Brothers and lay associates in living
the Lasallian mission.
“To be Lasallian means to be
a person that is aware of themselves,
aware of their faith, aware of their
responsibility to the common good,”

cover story
More than 100 Christian Brothers left Cuba
on a Pan American flight to Miami in 1961.
Photographer Wilfredo Gort captured their
happy arrival at the airport in this photo,
which previously appeared in the fall 1961
issue of Lasallian Digest.

in Cuba. After gathering
some preliminary information from University
archivist Brother Joseph
Grabenstein, F.S.C., ’73,
the pair talked on
numerous occasions with Brother
Miguel Campos, F.S.C., Distinguished
Professor of Lasallian Studies at La Salle,
one of the Brothers who left Cuba
in 1961. “He convinced us that this
project would be a very interesting
lens through which to think about
not only Cuban history, but also
about what it meant to be Lasallian,”
Jarvinen said.
Thus began their mission to interview these Cuban Brothers—one that
has taken them to Tennessee, Florida,
New Jersey, Cuba, Mexico, and the
Dominican Republic, with additional
trips to Puerto Rico, New York, and
Miami planned for later this year. With

original financial support from La Salle’s
Kelly Center for Social Justice and a
recent grant from the Spencer Foundation, they are creating an oral
history archive, a Web site, and a public
performance piece based on
their research.
Originally, their interests centered
on the dramatic events of the Cuban
Revolution leading up to the Brothers’
decision to leave Cuba. But the project
has since evolved.
“Over time, we began to see that
moment as a turning point that—
while interesting and important—was
not the whole story,” Jarvinen said.
So far, Jarvinen and Gleber have
spoken with 11 Brothers, five former
Brothers, and eight alumni of Lasallian
schools in Cuba. Though they have
different vantage points, they all
tell the same story: that their shared
experiences in the Lasallian schools

McCarty said. “The Lasallian international network is primarily involved
with education, but we also want our
students to become people of character
and people of service.”
Our partnerships with Lasallian
schools in areas of great need allow
students to see where faith, education,
and service connect.
Since 2008, La Salle students have
been traveling to remote Browning,
Mont., on the Blackfeet Reservation,
where a community of Christian
Brothers runs De La Salle Blackfeet
School. The middle school for grades
four through eight is run in the San

Miguel model, which emphasizes
outreach to underserved children
in a faith-based environment. It is
the only San Miguel school located
in a rural area, and the first to operate
on a Native American reservation.
“It’s an opportunity for our students
to see that there are challenges in our
own country, and to begin to understand the culture on a Native American
reservation,” said Sean Hutchinson, ’10,
La Salle’s Community Service Coordinator, who oversees the trip. “For
the students at the school, interacting
with college students helps to make
them aware of what’s out there and

Lisa Jarvinen, Ph.D., met with Brother Eduardo Salgado,
F.S.C., at Christian Brothers University in Memphis,
Tenn., where he shared some stories and photos
of his time as a novitiate in Cuba.

of Cuba more than 50 years ago have
remained very much alive in their
hearts and lives.
“Every interview and story we’ve
done reveals common threads that
give a sense of how consistently
the Lasallian vision is played out in
extraordinary conditions,” Gleber said.
—Amanda Koehler, ’07, and
Colleen Mullarkey, M.A., ’06

can motivate and inspire them to think
about going to college.”
In Kenya, La Salle partners with
a community of Brothers in Nyeri,
where they run St. Mary’s, a topranked secondary school, a technical
school for students who want to learn
a trade, and the Child Rescue Program.
La Salle students have worked extensively in the Child Rescue Program,
which works with street children ages
4 to 12 from a nearby slum, provides
them with food, clothing, and shelter,
and prepares them for a structured
school environment.

SUMMER 2014
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NURSING HAITI
BACK TO HEALTH

When most people think of Haiti, they likely remember 2010’s devastating
earthquake and the global effort to provide funds and assistance to get the
country back on its feet. But four years later, the country is still struggling.
Nearly 400,000 Haitians live in tents, and the country has approximately
380,000 orphans. Diseases that barely exist in the U.S., like cholera and
malaria, are commonplace.
“You’re not the same after you visit a place like that,” said Fran Kinder, Ph.D.,
R.N., assistant professor of nursing. “We have water. We have walls and roofs.
We can sit at a table and eat. You realize that that’s everything.”
To help combat Haiti’s many problems, Christian Brothers from the District
of Antilles-South Mexico set up an educational complex on a compound in the
capital city of Port-au-Prince as part of a multi-phase program to help the local
tent city and orphanage.
Two years ago, they opened the Collège St. Jean-Baptiste de La Salle, a school
that serves more than 200 students in grades K–5. They plan to add a grade each
year to allow the school to grow with the students.
This coming October, their compound will open the Mother-Child Health
Educational Center, run by the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception. It will
offer skill-building like embroidery and gardening, while also providing education
on basic nutrition and health wellness.
“The Christian Brothers’ District of Eastern North America (DENA) has played
a supportive role in this ministry, as DENA lives out the call for the Lasallian
Districts worldwide to be ‘Districts without Borders,’” said Maryann DonohueLynch, DENA’s Associate Executive Director for Mission and Ministry.
And many of DENA’s apostolates have begun responding to that call as well.
Kinder and Mary Wilby, Ph.D., MSN, R.N., assistant professor of nursing,
traveled to Haiti last year to see how La Salle could aid in DENA’s mission.
They realized La Salle’s School of Nursing and Health Sciences was uniquely
poised to help with the project.
“La Salle University is very instrumental in the work we’re doing in Haiti,”
Donohue-Lynch said. Kinder and Wilby plan to bring graduate nursing students
to the new center in spring 2015 to offer health education and conduct health
screenings.
“It’s important for our students to realize what’s going on in the world, how
other people live, the impact of it,” Wilby said. “There’s really a mutual benefit
to us going down there.”
Both women will participate in a DENA delegation in Haiti this October,
coinciding with the opening of the Mother-Child Health Educational Center
they each provided input on.
A service trip that would see La Salle students working with the school
is also in the works. “St. John Baptist de La Salle was a teacher and he taught
people who were less fortunate,” Kinder said. “Trips like this recall his work,
and as Lasallians we can’t just think about our little corner of the world.
We are Explorers.”
—Frank Visco, ’08, ’14
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The surroundings may have looked
different from her childhood home,
said Catherine Buck, ’14, who went
on the first trip to Kenya in 2012, but,
when she interacted with the children
there, she saw that their energy and
enthusiasm was much the same.
“The kids are great, and they’re all
the same wherever you go—they’re
happy to see you, they want to play,
they want to tell you about their day,
and you have that instant Lasallian
connection,” said Buck, who also
participated in the Blackfeet Montana
trip this past May and will be working
as a Lasallian Volunteer at a high school
in El Paso, Texas, this fall.
Of the 10 service trips that La Salle
runs to locations near and far, Hutchinson
said the trips that go to Lasallian schools
are among the most popular, with as
many as five applications received for
each available volunteer slot. These
trips offer students an experience that’s
new but also familiar.

cover story

A FEW GLOBAL CONNECTIONS
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

West Bank, Palestine

Education professor Robert Vogel
partnered with professor Carlos Coelho
from Unilasalle in Niterói to develop
the Lasallian Leadership Conference.

A partnership with Bethlehem University enabled
La Salle to expand its Writers Matter Program
to Israel and the West Bank in 2011.

Nyeri, Kenya

Moraga, California

Students teach classes and provide tutoring
to schoolchildren at St. Mary’s Boys
Secondary School during an annual service
trip to the Lasallian institution.

A staff leader and three students headed to the
West Coast for the first-ever Regional Lasallian
Pilot Program, held at Saint Mary’s College
of California in spring 2014.

Mexico City, Mexico

Beauvais, France

Nursing students experience
Universidad La Salle in Mexico City
through one of professor Denise
Kavanaugh’s travel/study courses.

Education professor Robert Vogel
accompanied a group of students to
the Institut Polytechnique LaSalle for
the inaugural Lasallian Leadership
Conference in July 2012.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Nursing professors Mary Wilby and
Fran Kinder have begun establishing
connections with the Brothers at the
Collège St. Jean-Baptiste de La Salle, with
a 2015 student service trip in the works.

Rome, Italy

A number of faculty members have
completed the International Lasallian
University Leadership Program, held
annually in Rome.
Brothers Robert Schieler, F.S.C., ’72,
Dennis Malloy, F.S.C., ’74, M.A. ’83,
and Robert Schaeffer, F.S.C., ’89,
M.A. ’95, joined more than 80 other
delegates from around the globe this
spring for the 45th General Chapter
in Rome.
“Partnerships with other institutions
in the Lasallian network allow our
students to get exposure to another
culture, but a culture that’s also
Lasallian,” McGuinness said.
These partnerships also enable us
to answer the call of our new mission
statement to maintain a heightened
sensitivity to those marginalized

Browning, Montana

Students volunteer at the De La Salle
Blackfeet School during an annual
service trip to the Blackfeet Reservation.

Ozamiz City, Philippines

Religion professor Brother Joseph Dougherty,
F.S.C., is staying with the Brothers community
in Ozamiz, teaching English at La Salle
University in the Philippines.

Barcelona, Spain

A handful of student leaders at
La Salle will travel to the third
annual Lasallian Leadership
Conference at Universitat Ramon
Llull in summer 2015.
within society. With a service trip to
the Brothers’ mission in Haiti slated
for next spring, La Salle continues
to build new partnerships to keep
that mission moving forward.
“A part of the district’s action plan
for mission is to be a district without
borders—to look intentionally at how
our apostolates within DENA can

be partners with Lasallian ministries
throughout the world,” DonohueLynch said. “La Salle University
is certainly one of our apostolates
that takes full advantage of that and
makes connections in the global
Lasallian mission.”
Marian Butcher, M.A. ’08,
contributed to this report.
SUMMER 2014
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“My job is to break students
of the notion that everything
has already been invented.”
—Bill Weaver, Ph.D.

A Note From ...
Integrated Science, Business, and Technology
BY MARIAN BUTCHER, M.A. ’08

ON A RAINY TUESDAY MORNING IN LATE APRIL, AS THE

semester wound down and finals loomed, you might have
expected to find sleepy or distracted students in Bill Weaver’s
corner classroom in Holroyd Hall.
But that day, there wasn’t a bleary eye in the house.
On the docket was a demonstration of a 3D printer that
was building a miniature plastic robot, layer by painstaking
layer, in perfect detail.
As his students snapped photos with their phones and
watched the printer’s progress, Weaver beamed.
“Isn’t this cool?” he said.
“Cool” is a word that Weaver uses a lot to describe what
he does with students in the Integrated Science, Business,
and Technology (ISBT) Department. A self-described “geek”
who is an early adopter of nearly every gadget and social
media platform that comes along, Weaver thrives, personally
and professionally, at the intersection of learning and fun.
“Projects that excite the students probably excite me even
more,” he said. “Not only does it give us the opportunity
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to play with cool toys, but we are able to fold it back into
the curriculum.”
Weaver’s background is in analytical chemistry, and,
after earning a Ph.D. in that subject from The Ohio State
University, he worked in the defense industry for several
years before joining La Salle’s faculty in 1999. At that time,
ISBT was a fledgling program, and Weaver was involved in
the initial development of the curriculum, as well as in the
ongoing process of refreshing the program’s courses and
requirements to keep up with advances over the years.
The ISBT Department attracts students who are interested in being entrepreneurs and inventors and who want
to bridge the research/development and management sides
of a business. Although it can appear at times that the market
is saturated with new technology, Weaver assures students
that there is still room for innovation.
“My job is to break students of the notion that everything
has already been invented,” Weaver said.
Except when he’s home with his family, Weaver is rarely
unplugged from technology. His hyper-awareness of new

Bill Weaver, Ph.D. (left), demonstrates a 3D printer, which is creating a small red
plastic robot, to his Integrated Science, Business, and Technology class.

things led to a 10-year stint as a monthly columnist for
Scientific Computing and Instrumentation magazine, and
he recently compiled the columns into a book, A Decade
of Innovation: Technology from the First Decade of the 21st
Century. Incorporating terms from physics, engineering,
chemistry, and biology, Weaver’s columns analyzed the
latest innovations and placed them in historical context.
Although Weaver refers to the gadgets and equipment he
uses with students in class and in research projects as “toys,”
he and his students are exploring sophisticated problems
and looking for creative solutions. Weaver was a recipient
of the Frank P. Palopoli Professorship in 2012, which helps
to fund science professors’ research in collaboration with
undergraduate students.
One project he has taken on through the Palopoli Professorship is an investigation, along with Jennifer Kleinow, Ph.D.,
of the Speech-Language-Hearing Science Department,
into using video capture equipment to study stuttering.
Another project, combining ISBT and psychology, is using
electroencephalography (EEG) equipment, which measures

brain wave activity, to study the psychological effect of doing
repetitive tasks on a computer and to look at how people
think during those tasks.
Most recently, Weaver has been involved in an Honors
project that incorporates one of his key research interests—
inserting intelligence into technology and creating computer
and electronic systems that increasingly do more tasks on their
own. He and the students have a fleet of six quad-copters,
miniature robotic helicopters that are flown remotely via
controllers from the Xbox 360 video game system.
With funding from a School of Arts and Sciences Faculty/
Student Summer Research Grant, the team worked this
summer to develop sensors and software that will allow
the drones to navigate Holroyd Hall on their own.
“We are reprogramming them to add intelligence so they
can communicate with a home computer to fly in formation
and to swarm,” he said. “The vision is to have them flying
in formation and to give them new objectives.”
When that vision is achieved, it’s hard to say who will be
more excited—the students, or Weaver.
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Adverse Events
JAMES FARLEY, ’57

Amazon Digital Services,
Inc., 2013; 242 pp.;
$5.95 Kindle
After his adventures in The Placebo Effect:
Counterfeit Drugs—A Crime Novel, pharmaceutical chemist turned private detective
Tom Keenan is back. This time, he finds
himself deep in a sinister case in Savannah,
Ga. Hired by a prominent U.S. senator
to look into the financial irregularities of a
small pharmaceutical firm in Savannah, Tom
discovers a trail of wrongdoing littered with
deception, destruction, and death. But he
has to prove it before there are more victims.
Farley’s published works include crime novels, a
collection of short stories, and management books, all
based on his real-life experiences from a long career
as a pharmaceutical chemist and laboratory director
in the pharmaceutical industry and the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

Mystic Isle
JOHN J. MAHONEY,
PH.D., ’68

Book of Levon:
The Trials and Triumphs
of Levon Helm
JAMIE MALANOWSKI, ’75

Bolt Books, 2013; 48 pp.; $2.99 Kindle
Co-dedicated to La Salle faculty members
Brother Edward Sheehy, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
of the History Department and Michael
Dillon, J.D., Ph.D., of the Political Science
Department, The Book of Levon: The Trials
and Triumphs of Levon Helm is about the
legendary lead singer and drummer of The
Band. The e-book chronicles the struggles
Helm experienced after The Band’s breakup,
his resilience and determination in the face
of adversity, and his ultimate triumph in
reestablishing his artistic relevance and
connecting to a new audience.
A member of the original staff of Spy, Malanowski has
also been an editor at Time and Esquire. The recipient
of the 2012 Folio Award for Feature Writing, he also
contributed to Disunion, the New York Times’ awardwinning series about the Civil War.

Hotter Than
a Match Head:
My Life on the Run with

CreateSpace, 2014; 138 pp.;
$8.99 paperback
Toiling under a hot summer
sun in the early 60s, a group of laborers
built an entire community on nothing but
mud and swamp. A mottled cast of characters,
the crewmen found a connection in their
work and a comfort in sharing a drink when
the day was done.
Among them was a young man working his
way through college by laying bricks over
school breaks. What he discovered on Mystic
Isle was as valuable as anything he’d learn
in the classroom. These are his stories.
Born in Milmay, N.J., Mahoney spent his summers
as an undergraduate working on a construction crew,
learning his father’s trade while saving money for
school. He has authored six books, including three
collections of poetry, and is a longtime food and
wine columnist and an internationally recognized
wine expert.

The Lovin’ Spoonful
BY STEVE BOONE
AND TONY MOSS, ’98

ECW Press; 2014; 336 pp.;
paperback $18.95; Kindle $9.99
On Oct. 15, 1967, bass player Steve Boone
took the Ed Sullivan Show stage for the final
time, with his band The Lovin’ Spoonful.
Little did he know that his path would soon
take an unexpected turn. Hotter Than a
Match Head tells the story of this enduring
1960s group along with Boone’s personal
journey—from captaining a seaworthy
enterprise to smuggle marijuana into the
U.S. from Colombia, to his struggle with
addiction, to the successful re-formation
of the band he helped make famous.
Moss earned his bachelor’s degree in communication
from La Salle. He is a senior editor at CBSSports.com
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and the author of A Season
In Purgatory: Villanova and Life In College Football’s
Lower Class.

Two-Faced
EDMUND CHARLES, ’77

UK Book Publishing,
2013; 194 pp.;
$4.99 Kindle
Two-Faced tells the story of two—or maybe
even three—modern-day women. Each
possesses her own unique appearance,
identity, personality, and psychological
profile, and each has suffered a life-altering
event. The story of their personal struggles
is as much about the importance of physical
appearances as it is about the human will
and spirit that resides in all of us.
Charles began his fiction-writing career in 2012, after
serving 34 years in the U.S. military and working
extensively in research, analysis, military affairs,
systems engineering, program management, and
human resources management. His third book,
which focuses on World War I, will be released soon.

Irish in the
American
Revolution
BY JAMES FRANCIS
SMITH, ’57

Amazon Digital Services, 2014; 301 pp.;
paperback $13.49; $6.99 Kindle
The latest book in The Irish-American Story
Series, Irish in the American Revolution
is a work of historical fiction that follows
the experience of the Irish on both sides
of the struggle—Colonial and British.
Learn more about the great contributions
of the Irish-born, Irish-Americans, and
Scot-Irish in the nine-year war that gave
America its freedom. The epic Irish in the
American Revolution includes 59 historical
characters, 35 land battles, numerous naval
engagements, and political aspects of the
Continental Congress.
After a successful career in industry and finance,
Smith has dedicated his remaining years to recording
the achievements and contributions of the Irish to their
adopted land in his collection, The Irish-American
Story Series. Smith’s novels chronicle the lives, loves,
and wars of people and events that have often been
overlooked by history.

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum that might be
highlighted by e-mailing Colleen Mullarkey at mullarkey @ lasalle.edu.
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Athletics Boasts an Impressive Report Card
LA SALLE’S STUDENT-ATHLETES

stand out in competition as well as
in the classroom, and 98 of them
saw their hard work pay off this year
when they earned their undergraduate
degrees at Commencement.
Two student-athletes
played central roles
in the ceremony.
In addition to
Commencement
speaker Emily
Moran, ’14, a
softball player who
is believed to be the first
student-athlete to give the graduation
speech at La Salle (read an excerpt on
page 18), swimmer Sean McCall, ’14
(above), delivered the closing prayer.
Tennis player Chloe Trave, ’14,
received the award for achieving the
highest GPA by a student-athlete, and
two student-athletes, Cara Spinosa,
’14, of the women’s rowing team,
and Shanice Johnson, ’14, of the track
and field team, won departmental
academic awards as the top students in
the management and leadership and
health studies majors, respectively.

Did you know?

President Brother Michael
McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70,
with student-athletes from
the Class of 2014.

• Nine student-athletes earned Academic and/or Scholar
All-America recognition this year.
• 17 were named to Academic All-Atlantic 10 teams,
while nine were honored on the Philadelphia Inquirer
Academic All-Area teams.
• Three student-athletes received Capital One/CoSIDA
Academic All-District honors.
• Among La Salle sports teams, the women’s volleyball
team posted the top GPA by a women’s team, while the
men’s tennis and baseball teams had the highest GPA
by a men’s team during the fall semester.
• La Salle student-athletes had higher GPAs than the
student body as a whole.
• The Explorers’ graduation success rate (GSR) is higher
than the NCAA Division I national average.
• 135 student-athletes earned Atlantic 10 Commissioner’s
Honor Roll status in fall 2013 for attaining at least a 3.5 GPA,
and 131 were named to the Honor Roll in spring 2014.
SUMMER 2014
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Why We Gave Back:
Lasallian Day of Giving
A NEW TRADITION FOR LA SALLE’S CHARTER DAY ON MARCH 20,

the first-ever Lasallian Day of Giving was an unequivocal hit. The community came together to “Spring La Salle Forward” on the first day of
Spring by celebrating La Salle’s rich heritage and making contributions
to ensure its continued success. Social media lit up that day with
participants using #LaSalle320 to share photos and messages to
demonstrate their Explorer pride, and, on campus, a photo booth
captured the excitement of students, faculty, and staff.
For a complete list of Day of Giving donors and to read messages
from many generous supporters about why they give back to La Salle,
visit lasalle.edu/dayofgiving.

=

=

991 gifts 890 individual
donors
25% of gifts
to a school, a
specific project or
award, or athletics

$84,522

120 alumni
made their first-ever gift

121 undergraduate

$73,000
from 710 alumni gifts

students made gifts

75% of gifts

61 Ambassador

to scholarships
and financial aid

students and alumni gave back

53 Alpha Theta Alpha
sisters participated
14
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$85 average gift
Top classes:
2001—36 donors
1965—$5,401

features
Jeffrey R. Boyle, CPA, ’88
ALREADY A GENEROUS DONOR TO A VARIETY OF UNIVERSITY INITIATIVES, BOYLE, A PARTNER

at PwC, LLP, who is based in Hong Kong, took an active role in sparking participation in the
Day of Giving. He issued a dollar-for-dollar match for the first $10,000 raised by the University
and encouraged his PwC colleagues and Sigma Phi Lambda brothers to get in on the action,
too. He had the following to say about why he gave back:
“I was impressed with the energy, excitement and the amazing results the first Day of
Giving generated and so proud to be part of the whole experience.
“It’s the passion of the faculty and administration who genuinely care; you are not a
number, but you are one of their children. They care about the development of you as the
person, which is held in higher regard than just your mind. It’s a great investment because
La Salle graduates are taught the values of hard work, giving back to the community,
and passion for excellence; with that trifecta, you can be assured of a great return on your
investment. It’s now our turn to pay it forward and invest in the future of La Salle graduates.”

Joseph P. Batory, ’64

Amy Esselman, ’13

“The influence of the Christian Brothers...
More than 50 years ago, La Salle College (not
then a university) took a chance on an average
high school graduate from a Philadelphia lowincome family in which no one had a college
degree. Through my collegiate years, I struggled academically, as might be expected.
However, many La Salle teachers and professors
consistently propped me up when I was down
and told me that ‘I could be much more than
I thought I could be.’ It was that belief and
encouragement that supported and continuously
motivated me.”

“La Salle gave me so much
during my time as an undergraduate, so I’m thrilled
to be able to give something
back. Without the generous
scholarships and financial aid
that were available to me as a
student, I may not have ended
up at La Salle. I wouldn’t have
earned my degree from the
School of Business, or met my
husband-to-be! Even though
I’ve graduated, I’m still La Salle
Proud and happy to give back.”

Roseanne Capaccio Mangoni, ’01
“I recently attended a basketball game and
hadn’t been back to campus in years. It felt
so good to be back, like coming home. It was
so great to see all the wonderful upgrades that
were made. It reignited the La Salle pride inside.
I’m even more proud to be an Explorer!”

Tricia Schafer-Petrecz, ’92
“La Salle was where my husband, Tom, ’93,
and I met and laid the foundation for our
adulthood. La Salle still figures prominently
in our lives today, and we just started bringing
our 8-year-old twin boys on campus for events
and basketball games. We love La Salle!”

Timothy Presser, ’16
“La Salle has done so much for me in just
two short years. This is the least I can do
for my community.”

Shannon and Jimmy Cornelius,
parents of Tyler A. Harper, ’16
“Our son is currently a sophomore
at La Salle. He has had an incredible
opportunity and many gifts. We want
to support the school that has given
him so much in such a short time.”
(Top, from left) Nicole Vahle, ’14, Steve Duzinski, ’15,
and Amanda Gawel, ’15, ham it up in the Day of Giving
photo booth on campus March 20.
(From left) Kate McShane Lipski, ’03,
Kate O’Connor Davis, Nicole Roche,
’03, Jadyn Stoop McGlone, ’05, and
Katie Whalen, ’03, friends since
their days in La Salle’s residence
halls, take their La Salle pennant
out on the town to show their
Explorer pride.

#LaSalle320
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Gallagher Named
Interim President
JAMES P. GALLAGHER, PH.D., JOINED THE LA SALLE

community as Interim President on June 2. Widely known
regionally and nationally for his educational administration
and leadership, Gallagher served as President of Philadelphia
University for 23 years before retiring in 2007.
He recently spoke with La Salle Magazine about some
of his plans for his tenure as Interim President.
What motivated you to accept the interim presidency
at La Salle University?
For many years, I have enjoyed close ties with the
Christian Brothers and the La Salle University community.
I had my first encounter with the Christian Brothers as a
13-year-old freshman at West Catholic Boys High School in
Philadelphia. My adviser, Brother Patrick Ellis (who would
later serve as La Salle’s President from 1977 to 1992), was
very friendly, very affable, very smart, and very kind to me—
exactly what I needed as I was navigating my teenage years.
I never forgot him.
Several decades later, I would become Commissioner of
Higher Education for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Soon after I arrived in Harrisburg, Br. Patrick appeared in my
office and delivered a clear message: It was time for La Salle
College to become a university, and I should help him. He left
my office and I immediately forged ahead with our project.
Not long after that, Pennsylvania Gov. Richard Thornburgh and I visited the La Salle College campus and
formally presented the new university charter to Brother
Patrick in May 1984.
Later, as President of Philadelphia University, I often
visited with past presidents Br. Patrick, Brother Joseph
Burke, and Brother Michael McGinniss to exchange ideas
regarding the many challenges and opportunities facing
both institutions. These encounters gave me an even deeper
understanding and respect for La Salle University.
Given my lifelong relationship with La Salle, it appeared
quite fortuitous to me when Board of Trustees Chairman Bill
Sautter invited me to serve as Interim President. I couldn’t
be more honored and pleased, and together I look forward
to accomplishing many great things.
What have been your first impressions of the La Salle
community?
La Salle is a university with a 150-year-old tradition of
excellence—one that should make every member of our
community proud. We are blessed with talented faculty,
16
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staff, and administrators who understand the mission
of a 21st-century Catholic university and are dedicated
to providing a quality educational environment that
nurtures and enhances the intellectual, social, and spiritual
development of our students.
But our past success will not guarantee success in the
future. Today, the higher education landscape is changing
rapidly, and it is time for the entire community to embrace
innovation and change at La Salle.
What are your key priorities as Interim President
of La Salle University?
My priorities were clearly articulated by the Board of
Trustees when they invited me to become Interim President:
First, assist the Board with our presidential search. This
priority is at the very top of my agenda. On my first day
in office, I created a small group charged with developing
a timeline for the search, which will be shared with the
University community in late August. This timeline will
be designed to attract a dynamic and forward-thinking
individual to serve as our next President.
Second, assist the University leadership in the creation
of a strategic plan that will set the stage for a period of
innovation and growth on La Salle’s campus. This process
will be inclusive, and in the coming months, campus-wide
committees will be formed. I am confident we will create
a plan that the Board of Trustees will endorse, and one
that will position the University for a successful and
sustainable future.

Commencement

news

By the Numbers
TOTAL DEGREES AWARDED: 1,509
• Doctoral: 21

• Bachelor’s: 863

• Master’s: 573

• Associate’s: 52

States Represented: 28

CERTIFICATES AWARDED: 68

Countries Represented: 27

*Statistics include graduates from August/September 2013, January 2014, and May 2014.

A Degree More Than Three
Decades in the Making
Fabienne “Faye” Clark graduated this
May with a B.A. in psychology—a degree
she began pursuing in the fall of 1980.
She took classes over the next decade,
and then “life” happened; jobs took her
to New York and northern New Jersey.

La Salle Presents Br. Michael
with Honorary Doctorate
During his 15-year presidency, President Brother Michael
McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, has conferred more than
20,000 degrees to La Salle graduates—and at this year’s
Commencement, he also received one. The honorary Doctor of
Educational Leadership recognizes his many achievements as
a teacher, a scholar, and an administrator.
“The University and this neighborhood are stronger and more
vibrant because of Brother Michael’s vision and leadership,” said
William R. Sautter, ’71 (above left), Chair of La Salle’s Board of
Trustees, who presented the degree to Br. Michael.

Three years ago, she resumed her college education. “I like
to finish what I start,” said Clark, who now works full time as
a legal assistant in Center City Philadelphia. Clark took two courses
a semester and classes during summer sessions. While it was
difficult taking trains and buses between her home in Trenton,
N.J., work in Center City, and classes at La Salle, she used
the travel time to study.
The intervening years certainly didn’t hamper her determination
or work ethic, nor did they keep Clark from making connections
on campus. “The kids have no idea how old I am, so I don’t
look at it (being older) as different,” said Clark, who made easy
conversation and fast friends with her classmates.
This ability to relate to people, to draw them out, is what she
also likes about psychology and why she wants to become a
clinical-counseling psychologist. Clark has already set her sights
on the next La Salle degree she’d like to pursue—a master’s
in professional clinical counseling.
—Jon Caroulis

Commencement 2014: A ‘Happy’ Time
To capture the excitement and joy that spread across the campus and the La Salle community during
Commencement 2014, La Salle joined in the “Happy” phenomenon that swept the globe this past year.
As you see some familiar faces dancing to Pharrell Williams’ upbeat anthem, this year’s video will
remind you of your own happy days at La Salle. To watch the video, scan the QR code using an app
on your smartphone, or go to lasalle.edu/commencement.
SUMMER 2014
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Celebrating the Class of 2014
“I hope you leave here today with a heightened awareness of our responsibility
to those less advantaged than us because this is also a value at the heart of
a Lasallian education. The practical education that we have received here is
not just for our own advancement in our careers, but, I believe, must also be
used in service to others. This is more than my belief; it is a Lasallian value.”
—Gregory Bruce, MBA ’81, Dean Emeritus of the School of Business, addressed
graduates at the Graduate Commencement ceremony. Bruce has served La Salle
University for more than 30 years in various capacities: as a faculty member, Director of
the MBA Program, Director of Strategic Planning, and Dean of the School of Business.

[ ALTMILLER RECEIVES LINDBACK AWARD ]

Nursing Professor Geralyn Altmiller, Ed.D., R.N., received the Lindback
Award for Distinguished Teaching from La Salle Provost Joseph Marbach,
Ph.D., ’83 (left), and President Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70,
at Commencement this year. Described by one student as “a model
of what an award-winning professor should be—and even more so,
a Lasallian professor,” Altmiller has taught in the Nursing Program
for 11 years.
Students and colleagues alike praised her superior knowledge of the
subject matter, vitality and inspiration in how she presented the material
in class, and devotion to helping students realize their potential.

“La Salle has given
our professors the
opportunity to not
only stand in front
of the class to educate
us, but to sit down next
to us in their office to encourage us. Within
the classroom, our pens and paper are our
instruments to succeed. Outside of it, our heart
and soul become our instruments to proceed.
Throughout our four years here, we learned
that understanding the syllabus was not nearly
as important as coming to know the man or
woman handing it out. ... We will use the values
and morals shared by our faculty and continue
to develop our character in ways that let others
know we are from La Salle.”
—Emily Moran, ’14, who graduated with a degree
in communication and excelled as a studentathlete on La Salle’s softball team, delivered
the student address at the undergraduate
Commencement ceremony.

Two Grad Students Earn Fulbrights
After being named by The Chronicle of Higher Education as one of the nation’s top producers of U.S. Fulbright Scholars during
the 2013–14 awards cycle, La Salle added two more graduates to its list of Fulbright recipients this year.
•M
 arc Vallone, MBA ’14, will spend
a year in Brazil teaching college-level
English and conducting research into
how local organizations provide for
at-risk youth. Vallone, who is Director
of International Admissions at Camden
Catholic High School, will leave for
Brazil in February 2015.
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• Christopher Mayers, M.A. ’14, who earned
a master’s in Central and Eastern European
Studies, will begin working in Bulgaria
as an English teaching assistant on
Sept. 15. Mayers, who is fluent in
Russian, has a working knowledge
of spoken and written Bulgarian and
will teach ninth- and 10th-graders in
Pernik, just outside of Bulgaria’s capital.

news

Celebrating Heritage Week 2014

[ A TASTE OF COMMUNITY ]

(From left) Lynne A. Texter, Ph.D., Chair of the Communication Department; Provost
Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83; and Frederick Van Fleteren, Ph.D., philosophy professor

FACULTY AWARDS RECOGNIZE TEXTER AND VAN FLETEREN
Frederick Van Fleteren, Ph.D., professor of philosophy, recently
received the Faculty Distinguished Scholarship Award, while
Lynne A. Texter, Ph.D., Chair of the Communication Department,
accepted the Faculty Distinguished Service Award.

Guest chefs Lane Neubauer, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Students, and
Brother Ed Sheehy, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’68, history professor, served students
with a smile at the University’s annual Heritage Week Community Dinner.

Texter, who started at La Salle in 1989, has developed the
Communication Department’s adjunct-training program and piloted
a program in which she meets with faculty each summer to assist
them in developing and achieving their professional goals.
A widely regarded scholar on the life and writings of
St. Augustine, Van Fleteren has produced an impressive body
of work in publishing and academia during his 26 years at
La Salle. He’s lectured at universities and conferences throughout North America, Europe, and Asia.

[ HAYDEN HONORED WITH LEADERSHIP AWARD ]
BR. MICHAEL DELIVERS
HERITAGE WEEK LECTURE

At this year’s Charter Dinner, La Salle honored trustee and alum J. Anthony
Hayden, ’67, with the Leadership Award for his accomplishments as a business
and civic leader in Philadelphia. Pictured above, with his wife, Patricia,
and President Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, Hayden has
been a leader in real estate acquisition, leasing, and brokerage for more
than 40 years.
He is the Chairman of Hayden Real Estate Investments and a principal
of MIM-Hayden Real Estate Funds and the newly formed HaydenMaguire
Real Estate Fund.

A special highlight of this year’s Heritage Week, President
Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, reflected
on how La Salle has woven the key concepts of Lasallian
education into the curriculum, the campus, and the community.
Students, faculty, and staff gathered in the Dan Rodden
Theatre on March 20 for the lecture, titled “How Lasallian Can
a University Really Be? Reflection after 35 Years in Lasallian
Higher Education.”
“I phrased the title of my comments as a question—not
because I have doubts that a university can really be Lasallian,
but because my experience and my convictions tell me that
a university can really be Lasallian, but only if each and every
one of us takes this question to heart and lives it,” he said.
To watch a video of Br. Michael’s full lecture, scan the QR
code above or visit lasalle.edu/lasallianlecture.
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[ A SPECIAL SENDOFF FOR BR. MICHAEL ]

(Above, left) Students chose a very memorable and Lasallian way to bid farewell to President Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, by forming a Star of
Faith in McCarthy Stadium on April 24 for Brother Mike Appreciation Night. (Above, right) Cousin Ed Graham, sister Nellie Kiesel, and cousin Sister Thérèse Ganly,
S.S.J., pictured above with Br. Michael, were just a few of the many family members who joined Brother’s colleagues and friends for a reception in his honor at the
Union League of Philadelphia. The Board of Trustees hosted the event to celebrate Br. Michael’s many years of service to the University.

Business Honor Society
Receives Gold Chapter Award

Br. Joseph Burke Honored
at 35th Grimes Lecture Event

Beta Gamma Sigma Adviser Susan Burkowski, Ph.D., and Gary Giamartino, Ph.D.,
Dean of the School of Business, celebrate the chapter’s latest distinction.

(From left) Provost Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83; Dondero Award recipient Brother
Joseph Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’68, Chair of the Psychology Department; David Falcone,
Ph.D., associate professor of psychology; and Laurence Steinberg, Ph.D., who delivered this year’s Grimes Lecture.

La Salle’s business honor society, Beta Gamma Sigma (BGS),
has been named the 2014 Gold Chapter Award recipient in its
Outstanding Chapter program—the highest recognition a collegiate chapter can earn. Beta Gamma Sigma, the honor society
of business programs accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), has honored La Salle
with the Gold Chapter Award twice before—in 2004 and 2011.
“Receiving the Gold Chapter Award recognizes our Lasallian
values in action—whether in the classroom, serving the community,
or demonstrated in the workplace,” said Susan Borkowski, Ph.D.,
professor of accounting and faculty adviser for BGS. “This award
acknowledges the dedication and success of our students not
only academically, but outside the classroom as well.”
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More than 40 years ago, the late Brother John Dondero, F.S.C.,
offered Brother Joseph Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’68, a teaching
position in the Psychology Department at La Salle. So receiving
this year’s Dondero Award was a special honor for Br. Joseph,
who is now the Chair of the Psychology Department and
President Emeritus of the University.
After the award presentation, Laurence Steinberg, Ph.D., and
Laura H. Carnell, both professors at Temple University, delivered
the 35th annual Grimes Lecture on “Why Adolescents Make
Risky Decisions: Lessons from the New Science of Adolescence.”

news

Art Museum
Welcomes
History
Hunters

Golden Explorers Get Together

Through a new
partnership with
the History Hunters
Youth Reporter Program, the La Salle University Art Museum
began introducing Philadelphia schoolchildren to the historic
treasures on La Salle’s campus this spring.
The program, in which more than 15,000 children have
participated since it began in 2002, provides immersive
history lessons for fourth- and fifth-graders at five sites in
Germantown—Stenton, Cliveden, Johnson House, Wyck,
and, most recently, Belfield.
Now part of La Salle’s campus, Belfield was home to renowned
18th-century artist Charles Willson Peale from 1810 to 1821.
During their two-hour visits, students will receive a guided tour
of the Belfield property; participate in gallery lessons in the Art
Museum’s 18th- and 19th-century galleries focusing on portraits
by Peale, his brother James Peale, and his son Rembrandt
Peale; and complete a self-portrait drawing activity in the Art
Education Studio.

With one of the largest turnouts in recent years, the Class of
1964’s 50th Reunion saw more than 150 Golden Explorers
and their families return to La Salle’s campus to celebrate this
special milestone. Kicking off the beautiful spring weekend
in May, the alumni cheered on the Phillies at a sold-out Friday
game against the Cincinnati Reds at Citizens Bank Park.
On Saturday, they enjoyed a tour of the La Salle Art Museum
and much-expanded campus, then joined President Brother
Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, for a champagne toast
at the Presidential Reception. The newly dubbed Golden
Explorers then led the procession at the Baccalaureate Mass
for the Class of 2014.
Later, the Reunion Dinner at Treetops Café gave alumni the
chance to reminisce and honor classmate Capt. James Kirschke,
USMC (Ret.), ’64, with the Unsung Military Hero and Leadership
Award along with a proclamation from the Office of the Governor.

The History Hunters partnership is expected to bring 3,000
schoolchildren to the La Salle Art Museum during the upcoming
academic year. “It’s such a natural fit—students can learn
about art as a primary source here and then take what we
talk about and connect it to the art at the other houses,” said
Miranda Clark-Binder, the Art Museum’s Curator of Education.

[ BECK DELIVERS NURSING LECTURE ]

Habitat for Humanity/Ezra Millstein

[ LA SALLE JOINS IN HABITAT CELEBRATION ]

La Salle was one of 10 colleges invited to celebrate 25 years of Habitat
for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge in March. Resident Director Molly
McKeogh (pictured above) and nine La Salle students participated in
the anniversary build with Habitat for Humanity of Forsyth County in
Winston-Salem, N.C. Since 1989, more than 230,000 youth volunteers
have spent their spring breaks helping to build affordable housing.

Nearly 200 attendees came out to the Tom Gola Arena for the Graduate
Nursing Program’s 28th annual Distinguished Lecture on April 8.
Guest speaker Cheryl Beck, DNSc, CNM, FAAN, talked about “Bringing
Visibility to Traumatic Childbirth through Qualitative Research.”
Prior to the lecture, 65 students presented as part of the graduate
poster session.
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[ 16TH ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S CUP ]

La Salle Unveils New
Community Garden
La Salle’s first community garden had its
groundbreaking on West Campus in April.
Volunteers spent the summer getting
the garden ready for the fall. The newly
created Environmental Community of
Olney (ECO), a service organization of
student, staff, and faculty volunteers,
will manage the garden and host several
educational events throughout the year.
“With this garden, we hope to pragmatize the Lasallian values of service,
increase environmental and nutritional
awareness and education, and foster
a connection with our neighborhood
through an organically and sustainably
grown and harvested community garden,”
said Erika Schellinger, ’14, who founded
ECO and was integral in launching
the garden.
Beginning in fall 2014, student
organizations will be able to have their
own plots and, eventually, the community
will as well.

[ HOLROYD AWARD ]

Rebecca Efroymson, Ph.D., ’87 (above with
Thomas Keagy, Ph.D., Dean of the School of
Arts and Sciences), was honored with this
year’s Holroyd Award for her professional
and scholarly contributions in environmental science. She is a senior scientist in the
Environmental Sciences Division at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tenn.
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Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70 (center), poses with the winning foursome at the
16th annual President’s Cup golf outing, (from left) Mike Hines, Tom Nicell, Paul O’Donnell (father
of Lauren O’Donnell, ’10), and Josh Waterhouse. The April 28 outing at the Blue Bell Country Club
brought in almost $270,000 for student scholarships and financial aid support.

LA SALLE HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GRANTS:
•

The Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation: $61,000 to provide
scholarship assistance for mature women students

•

City of Philadelphia, Department of Public Health: $285,000 Title V Health
Intervention Program Allocation to the Neighborhood Nursing Center

•

Independence Blue Cross Foundation: $77,550 to provide scholarship
assistance for graduate nursing students

•

Independence Blue Cross Foundation: $17,744 to provide scholarship
assistance for undergraduate nursing students

•

James S. Kemper Foundation: $35,000 to provide grants to students placed
in eligible internships in the insurance industry

•

The Moses Feldman Family Foundation: $30,000 to support the Writers
Matter program in Israel and the West Bank

•

National Science Foundation, Transforming Undergraduate Education in
STEM: $42,966 (subaward from Pace University) for a project directed
by David Zuzga, Ph.D., assistant professor of biology, titled “Development
of a Year-Long, Research-Based Laboratory Integrated with Core Genetics
and Cellular and Molecular Biology Courses”

•

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts: $3,218 to provide general operating support
for the La Salle University Art Museum

•

Philadelphia Cultural Fund: $6,526 to provide general operating support
for the La Salle University Art Museum

•

Spencer Foundation: $43,427 for a research project conducted by Lisa Jarvinen,
Ph.D., associate professor of history, and Conrad Gleber, Ph.D., Director of the
Digital Arts and Multimedia Design Program, titled “The Educational Work of
the De La Salle Brothers in Cuba: Revolution, Exile, Diaspora, and Return”

•

Widener Memorial Foundation: $44,600 for the La Salle Autism and
Development Disabilities Education Resources (LADDER) Family Center

•

W. W. Smith Charitable Trust: $92,000 for scholarship assistance for full-time
undergraduates who are residents of Southeastern Pennsylvania or Camden, N.J.

notes
1949

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 5 0 William J. Deery Jr., Ed.D. (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., retired after 36 years of
service with the Philadelphia Board of Education as a supervisor of special education.
1954

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 5 8 Michael A. Caputo (B.S.) of Virginia
Beach, Va., welcomed his first great-grandchild
in 2013. He enjoyed his travels in Italy,
Greece, and Turkey.
1 9 5 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R James F.
Stehli (B.S.) of Binghamton, N.Y., celebrated
his 50th wedding anniversary with his wife,
Norma, and their children and their grandchildren. He welcomed his fifth grandchild
in December.
1 9 6 0 Samuel P. Cimino, DDS (B.S.) of
Morton, Pa., was re-elected to the board
of trustees at Harcum College for a threeyear term. He is the 2014 treasurer for
the Temple Dental Alumni Society.
1 9 6 1 Joseph F. McMahon (B.A.) of Cape
May, N.J., retired as a social worker serving
children with special health care needs and
disabilities. He is certified by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education as a mediator in
special education disputes. He is a past
president of the National Association of
Social Workers and was elected as a delegate
to two national delegate assemblies. He was
also appointed a clinical social work consultant
to the American Psychiatric Association.
1 9 6 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R William T.
Cannon, Esq. (B.A.) of Estero, Fla., retired after
43 years as a trial attorney in Philadelphia.

La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our
alumni on all of your achievements and other
news. Please use the form at the end of our
Notes section, “We Want to Hear About You!,”
to submit your news. Or, to post and view class
notes in real time, log into La Salle Alumni
Online at www.lasalle.edu/alumni using the
seven-digit La Salle ID found on the mailing
label of this magazine. Please allow up to six
months for your information to appear in the
magazine due to space limitations and our
publication schedule. We accept photos as well
and print them as space permits. Please mail
original photos to the Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141, or e-mail digital
photos that are at least 300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6 inches to butcher@lasalle.edu.
The University reserves the right to edit submissions for content, accuracy, and length.

Ed Mautner, ’66 (left), and Frank McNally, ’66, both retired from the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum on
Jan. 31, 2014. Mautner served as a preservation/restoration specialist for 16 years, and McNally spent 11 years working
as the public affairs specialist for the museum’s companion facility, the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. They were photographed in front of the Space Shuttle Discovery, one of only three surviving shuttles that have been flown in space.

James H. Kates Jr. (B.A.) of Feasterville, Pa.,
retired as a personnel manager for the
City of Philadelphia. He was named Vice
President of Playwicki Farm Foundation,
a nonprofit organization that oversees
a preserved 110-acre farm in Lower
Southampton Township, Pa.
James J. Kirschke, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Paoli, Pa.,
received two Meritorious Service Awards
from the National Image Association Inc.

1 9 6 5 John F. Brent, DMD (B.S.) of Surf
City, N.C., relocated to North Carolina after
39 years in Harleysville, Pa.
1 9 6 6 Walter J. Plagens Jr. (B.A.) of Holiday,
Fla., was re-elected Recorder for the Knights
of Columbus Council No. 6476.
1 9 6 7 Louis J. Beccaria, Ph.D. (B.A.)
of Phoenixville, Pa., authored a chapter
on professional baseball bats in the book
Balls, Bats and More: Essentials of
Professional Baseball.
Andrew M. Jurek (B.S.) of Williamstown, N.J.,
was elected to the board of trustees of
Holiday City, an adult community in Williamstown, N.J. He continues to perform annually
in small theaters with the Way Off Broadway
Players. His granddaughter, Samantha Jurek,
is a sophomore at La Salle.
Gerard M. Papp, D.O. (B.A.) of Columbus,
Ohio, provides outpatient services for spine
pain management at the Spine and Joint
Center in Columbus.

1 9 6 8 Lawrence H. Auerweck (B.S.) of
Newtown, Pa., is serving his second term
as Councilman in Newtown Borough.
1 9 6 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Francis D.
Heron (B.S.) of Cheltenham, Pa., retired from
the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Public Health
Service after 40 years of service.
William R. Sasso, Esq. (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., received a 2014 Lifetime Achievement
Award from The Legal Intelligencer for
representing the “best the Pennsylvania
legal community has to offer.”
Francis J. Sullivan, Esq. (B.A.) of Yardley,
Pa., was elected a board member for the
Economy League of Greater Philadelphia.

1 9 7 0 Edwin S. Coyle Jr. (B.S.) of Collegeville, Pa., retired from IBM Corporation
in July 2013.
1 9 7 2 Raymond A. Mattern Jr. (B.A.) of
Ferndale, Pa., is an associate for the Medical
Mission Sisters, a group of women who
commit themselves to promoting healing
and wholeness in all aspects of life. He also
serves on the advisory board for the School
of Sacred Ministries.
1 9 7 3 John J. Middleton, Esq. (B.S.) of
Scottsdale, Ariz., was named Chief Compliance and Privacy Officer for Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation in Honolulu, Hawaii.
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Nicole Miller, ’97, married Joseph Riley on Feb. 22, 2014, in Cherry Hill, N.J., with many of her fellow alumni in attendance. (From left) Kathleen (McKenna) Coppola, ’97, Thomas
McKenna, ’67, Colleen Harkins, ’96, Joseph E. Riley, ’96, Cheryl Mark Halferty, ’92, Shannon McEnroe, ’97, Brian Lentz, ’95, Jennifer (Harm) Shaffer, ’97, Joseph Miller, ’03, bride
Nicole Miller Riley, ’97, Shane Ulrich, ’04, Trey Ulrich, ’99, MBA ’02, Maria (Hogan) Gross, ’78, Raymond Miller, James Ulrich, ’67, and Charles Baumann, ’60.

1 9 7 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Thomas
M. Feeney (B.S.) of Dublin, Ohio, earned
the 2014 Medical Mutual Pillar Award for
community service in the Kent Clapp CEO
Leadership category.
Edward R. Hitzel (B.A.) of Mays Landing,
N.J., produced a spicy blend of Ed Hitzel’s
No Salt Everything Spice. The original blend
is available in 100 stores in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Delaware.

1 9 7 6 James M. Matour, Esq. (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., is a partner with Dilworth
Paxson LLP and co-chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy Group. He is a founding director
of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance
Project, a former contributing editor of The
Bankruptcy Strategist, and a member of the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy
Conference, the American Bankruptcy
Institute, and the Turnaround Management
Association. He lectures at attorney and
judicial conferences on corporate reorganization and distressed business acquisitions
and is an adjunct professor in the MBA
program at Lehigh University.

District of Philadelphia after 35 years as
a high school special education teacher.

1 9 7 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R John N.
Balsama (B.S.) of Sicklerville, N.J., has
been named Vice President of Commercial
Lending for Colonial Bank FSB. His responsibilities include evaluating commercial loan
requests and working with clients to manage
their loan portfolios.
1 9 8 0 Lt. Col. Keith M. Cianfrani (Ret.)
(B.S.) of Doylestown, Pa., retired as

Director of JROTC with the School District
of Philadelphia to pursue a doctorate in
aviation safety from the Florida Institute
of Technology in Melbourne, Fla.
John A. Dougherty, CPA (B.S.) of Spring Hill,
Fla., was appointed to the Pasco-Hernandez
State College Board of Trustees by Florida
Gov. Rick Scott.

1 9 8 1 Diane M. Barber, Esq. (B.A.) of
Hockessin, Del., was named to the board
of directors for the Professional Women’s
Roundtable and serves as co-chair of events.

Joseph J. Santarone Jr., Esq. (B.A.) of Fort
Washington, Pa., joined the Widener
University School of Law National Advisory
Council, advising the dean and faculty
on matters relating to the operation and
development of the law school. He is
a shareholder in the Philadelphia office
of Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman
& Goggin.
Francis X. Viggiano (B.A.) of Mahtomedi,
Minn., was elected Chair and Chief Operating
Officer of the Nellie Stone Johnson Scholarship Program Inc. in St Paul, Minn.

1 9 7 7 Carol Tressel Schmeer, MBA (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., retired from the School
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To honor the memory of Jessica Rekos, one of the victims of the 2012 tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown,
Conn., and the daughter of Richard Rekos, ’99, “Team Jessica Rekos” completed the 200-mile Cape Cod Ragnar
Relay on May 10, 2014, Jessica’s eighth birthday. The team raised money for the Jessica Rekos Foundation, which
aims to improve school security and to share Jessica’s passion for horses and whales through special programs
and events. Team members included La Salle friends (front row, from left) Richard Rekos, Steven Tarrant, ’99, and
Madeline Vizza, daughter of Erin Vizza, ’98, and Gabe Vizza, ’99, and (back row, from left) Robert Sautter, ’00, Michael
Waldron, ’99, Trevor Conlon, ’99, Jesse Nielsen, ’00, Shawn Costello, ’02, Erin Vizza, Gabe Vizza, and Jeff Bedard, ’99.

notes
1 9 8 2 Gary J. Weyhmuller (MBA) of North
Wales, Pa., was appointed Executive Vice
President and Chief Operating Officer for
the National Comprehensive Cancer Network,
a not-for-profit alliance of cancer centers
dedicated to improving the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care.
1 9 8 3 Gisela Johnson Smith (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., is a 2014 Lindback Award
winner. She is the English Department Chair
at Central High School in Philadelphia,
overseeing 18 teachers and the needs of
the students.
Patrick M. Mahon (B.S., MBA ’13) of
Bensalem, Pa., earned an MBA from
La Salle University.

1 9 8 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Marlene
King Lally (B.S.) of Glenside, Pa., is the
business manager at Cristo Rey Philadelphia
High School, a Catholic college preparatory
school for students of all faiths.
1 9 8 5 Richard L. Duszak Jr., M.D. (B.A.)
of Atlanta, Ga., relocated to Atlanta, where
he is Vice Chair of Radiology at Emory
University School of Medicine and the
Chief Medical Officer for the Neiman Health
Policy Institute.
Barbara Pomponio Henderson (B.A.) of
Wallingford, Pa., was promoted to Senior
Director of Communications at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia.
Mark W. Mullin (B.A.) of LuthervilleTimonium, Md., was appointed to the board

of directors at the National Aquarium,
whose mission is to inspire conservation
of the world’s aquatic treasures. He is the
President and Chief Executive Officer of
Transamerica Corporation.
Mark A. Turner (B.S.) of Coatesville, Pa., was
appointed to a three-year term on the Community Depository Institutions Advisory Council
by the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia.
Myrtle V. Woods (BSN) of Phoenixville, Pa., is
celebrating 44 years of nursing practice, with
33 years as a critical care nurse. She holds
certification from the American Associate
of Critical Care Nurses.

1 9 8 6 Ralph J. Garman (B.A.) of Los Angeles,
Calif., is co-writer for a new miniseries,
Batman ’66 Meets the Green Hornet. This
digital-first, 12-part series is being released
on a biweekly basis, and the first issue of
the print edition was made available in June.
John Metz (B.S.) of Ijamsville, Md., accepted
a software solution sales position with IBM
in the Potomac Valley region.

1 9 8 7 Rosa Rosado (M.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was awarded the 2014 Lindback Award
at Overbrook High School in recognition
of her more than 30 years as a teacher
and administrator.
Kateryna A. (Rudnytzky ) Schray, Ph.D. (B.A.)
of Huntington, W. Va., received the Professor
of the Year Award from the Faculty Merit
Foundation. She is an English professor in the
Marshall University College of Liberal Arts.

Andrew “AJ” Bubb, MBA ’09, was named to the Philadelphia Business Journal’s 2014 “40 Under 40” list.
Bubb is the founder and President of Altify Software,
a Bensalem, Pa.-based software provider, and he also
volunteered as a mentor to La Salle business students
at the inaugural Career Circles event last spring.

1 9 8 8 Maureen T. Carroll (B.A.) of Allentown, Pa., received the James P. Crawford
EPADEL Teaching Award for excellence
in teaching mathematics.
1989

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 9 0 Maura C. McMahon Primus (B.A.)
of Marmora, N.J., was named Second Vice
Chair of the Cape May County Chamber
of Commerce. She was also honored as

Amy Berger, ’08, married Richard Barca, ’08, on Sept. 7, 2013, with many La Salle classmates and friends in attendance. (Front row, from left) Courtney Bowers Nicholas, ’08,
Nicole Conklin, ’09, Dave Rivera, ’09, Natalie Fangras, ’11, Sam Feda, ’09, Joy Natwick Jancaj, ’08, Enkida Behaj, ’08, bride Amy (Berger) Barca, ’08, groom Richard Barca, ’08,
Cayleen Stuski, ’10, Lauren (Welte) Flanigan, ’08, and Matthew Doyle, ’09. (Second row, from left) Michael Nicholas, ’07, William Hash, ’07, Jeffrey Maichrowycz, ’09, Patrick
Golden, ’08, Samantha (Sacchetti) Golden, Paul Flanigan, ’08, Donato Tocci, ’08, Laura Gilchrist, ’09, and Jessica (Werdmann) Webster, ’06. (Third row, from left) Kyle MulgrewLambe, ’09, Lauren McGlone ’10, Azaria Soto, ’11, Margaret Purack, ’09, Michael Young, ’08, and Sean Henry, ’08. (Back row, from left) Nicholas Gabriele, ’09, John Sehi, ’08,
Kerrin Cahill, ’10, and Jonathan Webster, ’08. Not pictured: Gabrielle Joiner, ’08, and Rose Lee, ’08.
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a Woman of Achievement by the Garden
State Council of the Boy Scouts of America.
She is Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer of the McMahon Insurance Agency
in Ocean City, N.J.

1 9 9 2 Kristine E. Demark (B.A.) of Plymouth
Meeting, Pa., was named Teacher of the Year
at Oakcrest High School in Mays Landing,
N.J., where she teaches biological science.
She was the Greater Egg Harbor District’s
nominee for Atlantic County Teacher of
the Year.
Brian P. Gerrard (B.A.) and his wife,
Tinamarie, adopted a son, Maximilian.
Peter J. Miklos (B.S.) of Elizabethtown, Pa.,
was named Senior Vice President and Lending Officer at the Mount Joy, Pa., branch
of Union Community Bank.

1 9 9 3 Reginald M. Browne (B.S.) of
Newtown, Pa., was featured in the April
2014 issue of Bloomberg Markets and
appears on Bloomberg Television’s Market
Makers, discussing his strategy for exchangetraded funds (ETFs). He is a senior managing
director at Cantor Fitzgerald LP.
Michael A. Hoober, M.A. (B.A.) of New
Holland, Pa., is the founder and Creative
Director of the Rumschpringe International
Short Film Festival. After seven years, he
continues to support the independent digital
film community by offering a competitive film
festival to inspire and motivate while developing Lancaster, Pa., into an annual destination
for short film aficionados to experience the
best of the contemporary art form.

1 9 9 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Susan M.
Barrett (B.S.) of Stone Harbor, N.J., was
named to the Board of Trustees for The
Joseph Fund, a Camden, N.J.-based

nonprofit organization that supports the
Ministries of St. Joseph’s Pro-Cathedral.
Nicole Shelly Pilkus (B.A.) of South Riding,
Va., is serving as the Chief of Integrated
Intelligence Collection at the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.

1 9 9 5 Kale Beers (B.A.) and his wife,
Suzanne, welcomed twins, Kimberly
Elizabeth and James David (J.D.).
William J. McMahon III (B.A.) of Ocean View,
N.J., was elected President of the Greater
Ocean City Regional Chamber of Commerce.
He is the President of McMahon Insurance
Agency in Ocean City, which was voted
National Flood Insurance Agency of the Year
by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for its outstanding work throughout
Superstorm Sandy.
Christine M. (Soares) Welsh (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was named an officer
of the Professional Women’s Roundtable,
a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
provide networking, leadership, educational,
and personal growth opportunities to a diverse
group of women in business in the Greater
Philadelphia region. She is the organization’s
secretary and co-chair of sponsorship.

1 9 9 6 Kirstin B. Shrom-Rhoads (B.A.)
and her husband, Jason, welcomed twins,
Emerson Isaac and Marley Branwyn.
1 9 9 7 Domenick G. Cosentino (B.A.)
married Megan Gilbert.
Michael T. Day (B.A.) and his wife, Lisa,
welcomed a daughter, Brianna Hope.

1 9 9 8 Kerri A. Crowne Brannen, Ph.D. (B.S.,
MBA ’02) and her husband, Jason, welcomed
a son, Aiden John.
Alfredo Santana, ’14, was chosen this spring to
be the graduation speaker at his high school
alma mater, Nueva Esperanza Academy, a
charter school in Philadelphia. Santana has
had an accomplished career at La Salle and
was named the Atlantic 10 Most Outstanding
Performer four times in his career, the most
by any A-10 athlete in conference history.
He competed in the 1500-meter event at
the NCAA Championship on June 12, the first
Explorer in six years to reach the final round.
Santana, who graduated from La Salle with
a degree in psychology, also earned La Salle
Male Scholar-Athlete of the Year, Scholar
All-America, and CoSIDA/Capital One Third
Team Academic All-American honors.
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Kristen Polovoy, ’95 (pictured with her husband,
Anthony Pocorobba), who serves as Of Counsel in
the Litigation Department of Montgomery McCracken
Walker & Rhoads LLP in Cherry Hill, N.J., was selected
as the 2014 Outstanding Woman of the Year in Law
by the Burlington County (N.J.) Advisory Council on
Women. The award is presented to women who have
made a difference in the Burlington County community
and have made significant contributions to their field,
while demonstrating support for women. Polovoy,
whose legal practice focuses on consumer fraud class
action defense of consumer product manufacturers,
was appointed by Gov. Chris Christie’s office to the
New Jersey Multiple Sclerosis Task Force and is also
a graduate of the Core Class of the Leadership Philadelphia program, which links corporate executives
with the community to improve the quality of life
in the region.

1 9 9 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Fredric F.
McQuiggan (B.A., MBA ’07) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was promoted to Captain in the
Philadelphia Police Department.
Rita Porreca, LMFT (MCC) of Collegeville, Pa.,
is the Treasurer and Legislative Chair for the
Pennsylvania Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy. She is an approved supervisor
for the American Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy (AAMFT) and has
mentored candidates through the process
of becoming licensed therapists or AAMFTapproved supervisors.

2 0 0 0 Joseph J. DeFelice, Esq. (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., is featured in the
April 2014 Pew Charitable Trusts Report,
“Philadelphia’s Changing Middle Class.”
William L. Henighan II (B.S.) and his wife,
Alysia C. Yost-Henighan (B.A. ’03, MCC ’08),
welcomed a son, Isaiah Joseph.

notes
Tracy L. Mann, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Wilmington,
Del., earned a Ph.D. in urban affairs and
public policy from the University of Delaware.
She and her husband, Matt Slaybaugh,
welcomed a son, Theodore.
Donna M. Massanova, CPA (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was presented with
the Alice Paul Equality Award by the Alice
Paul Institute for her efforts in advancing
women’s equality in America.

2 0 0 1 Jonathan A. Palumbo (B.A., MBA ’04)
of Richmond, Va., is the Deputy Director
of Athletics at Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond.
Kevin R. Toll (B.S.) of Havertown, Pa.,
opened a Long & Foster real estate office
in Havertown. He is the team leader, the
agent recruiter, and the lead agent.

2 0 0 3 Margaret A. Kane (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., assisted the delegation from
Philadelphia to Rome to discuss with Vatican
officials and Pope Francis the World Meeting
of Families event to be held in Philadelphia
in September 2015.
Alysia C. Yost-Henighan (B.A., MCC ’08) and
her husband, William L. Henighan II (B.S. ’00),
welcomed a son, Isaiah Joseph.

2 0 0 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph
F. Harrison IV (B.S.) and his wife, Susan E.
(Corcoran) Harrison (B.A. ’05), welcomed
a daughter, Lillian Elizabeth.
Brian C. Radle (B.A.) and his wife, Jeanine,
welcomed a son, Kellan James.
Donald A. Thompson (B.A.) married Scott
Konzem.

2 0 0 5 Lauren E. (Woods) Cajuste (B.A.) and
husband, Brandon H. Cajuste (B.A), welcomed
twins, Malachi Henry and Mila Grey.
Susan E. (Corcoran) Harrison (B.A.) and her
husband, Joseph F. Harrison IV (B.S. ’04),
welcomed a daughter, Lillian Elizabeth.
Mary C. (McLaughlin) McGettigan (B.S.) and
her husband, Donald McGettigan, welcomed
a son, James Donald.

In Memoriam: Stephen Jamison, Ph.D.
Stephen Jamison, Ph.D., a former
professor in the Fine Arts Department
who taught for more than a decade at
La Salle, passed away on March 7, 2014.
He was 49.
Jamison, of Philadelphia, Pa., earned
three degrees in music composition—
a bachelor’s from Temple University,
a master’s from SUNY Buffalo, and a
doctorate from Rutgers University. He
began teaching at La Salle in 2003 and
created many popular upper-level music
history courses, including The History
of Dance Music, West African Drumming
History and Performance, and The
History of Hip-Hop Music.
Jamison was a talented composer,
choreographer, and artist who performed
frequently in the local community and
often took students to various Philadelphia venues to perform. He served as the
faculty adviser to the Music Society, the
Dance Society, the Neo-African Drums ‘n
Dance, and the Fashionistas, a club that
offered students hands-on experience
in making and designing clothes.
“On campus, he was best known
for commanding the entry space in
Olney Hall for impromptu recitals or
art displays,” said Susan Dixon, Ph.D.,
Chair of the Department of Fine Arts.
“His energy is sorely missed—the sights
and sounds of Olney Hall are much
diminished with his passing.”
He is survived by his mother, Jane
Jamison. Students in the Music Society
and the Neo-African Drums ‘n Dance
performed on the Union Patio on May 1
as a tribute to Jamison.

2 0 0 6 Elisa M. Cannizzaro, Esq. (B.A.)
married Jeff Klein.
Regina M. Giebel (BSN) married George J.
Hudock III (B.S. ’07).
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notes

In Memoriam
1 9 4 4 Francis J. Donahoe, Ph.D. (B.S.)
of Dallas, Pa., on July 30, 2013.

1 9 5 5 A. Leo Coyle (B.S.) of Fox Chase
Manor, Pa., on Jan. 30, 2014.

1 9 6 5 Craig M. Crenshaw, Esq. (B.A.)
of Arlington, Va., on Feb. 3, 2014.

1 9 4 7 James J. Fahy (B.S.) of Medford, N.J.,
on Jan. 12, 2014.

1 9 5 6 Nicholas J. DeSanctis (B.S.) of
Lakeland, Fla., on Jan. 21, 2014.

Joseph F. Donnelly (B.S.) of Holland, Pa.,
on Nov. 15, 2013.

1 9 4 8 Edward G. Dolton Jr. (B.A.) of
Bordentown, Pa., on March 10, 2014.

Anthony A. DiPrimio, Ph.D. (B.S.) of
Turnersville, N.J., on April 25, 2014.

1 9 6 9 Thomas C. Reid (B.A.) of Hatboro,
Pa., on Jan. 27, 2013.

1 9 4 9 Nunzio S. Colletti (B.A.) of
Gloucester, N.J., on Sept. 28, 2013.

Alfred C. Strohlein (B.S.) of San Diego, Calif.,
on March 8, 2014.

1 9 7 0 James M. Hamid Sr. (B.A.) of Egg
Harbor Township, N.J., on Jan. 29, 2014.

Kevin Erb, F.S.C. (B.A.) of Lincroft, N.J.,
on Jan. 13, 2014.

1 9 5 9 William J. Bork Jr. (B.S.) of
Wyomissing, Pa., on Jan. 14, 2014.

1 9 7 1 Vincent J. Lipira (B.S.) of Baltimore,
Md., on April 24, 2013.

Joseph G. Lutek (B.A.) of North Port, Fla.,
on May 19, 2013.

Eugene T. Horan (B.S.) of Springfield, Pa.,
on Feb. 14, 2014.

Robert J. Miller, Ed.D. (B.S.) of Elkins Park,
Pa., on Sept. 30, 2013.

Harry J. Mason Jr. of Sea Isle City, N.J.,
on Jan. 28, 2014.

Richard J. Kroll (B.S.) of Garnet Valley, Pa.,
on Dec. 2, 2013.

1 9 7 2 George A. Barbetto (B.S.) of
Hammonton N.J., on Sept. 7, 2013.

Col. James D. Tynan (Ret.) (B.A.) of
Mansfield, Mass., on Dec. 11, 2013.

1 9 6 0 Harry G. Fleming (B.S.) of
Orangeburg, S.C., on Dec. 3, 2013.

1 9 7 3 The Rev. Jeffrey Anifer (M.A.)
of Allen Park, Mich., on Oct. 1, 2013.

1 9 5 0 James F. Almond Jr. (B.S.) of West
Deptford, N.J., on Dec. 13, 2013.

Howard A. Manogue (B.S.) of Franklin, Tenn.,
on July 10, 2013.

Francis P. Bogle (B.S.) of Bala Cynwyd, Pa.,
on Feb. 1, 2014.

John C. Roth (B.A.) of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
on March 13, 2014.

John P. Stanton (B.S.) of Jenkintown, Pa.,
on Jan. 31, 2014.

1 9 6 1 John J. Dougherty (B.S.) of
Swarthmore, Pa., on Feb. 16, 2014.

1 9 5 1 Louis M. Rakszawski (B.S.) of
Hatboro, Pa., on Jan. 16, 2014.

Bruce W. Rodgers (B.S.) of Des Plaines, Ill.,
on Dec. 1, 2013.

1 9 5 2 Reuben G. Miller, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Sweet Briar, Va., on Jan. 8, 2014.

1 9 6 2 Thomas J. McKee (B.A.) of Nashville,
Tenn., on June 2, 2013.

1 9 5 3 John F. Manning (B.A.) of West
Chester, Pa., on June 7, 2013.

W. Talbot Ramsbottom, F.S.C. (B.A.) of
Cumberland, Md., on April 16, 2014.

1 9 5 4 F. Joseph Gerry, F.S.C. (B.A.) of
Lincroft, N.J., on April 8, 2014.

1 9 6 4 John W. Crockett (B.S.) of Delran,
N.J., on July 4, 2013.

Robert L. Klumpp (B.S.) of Warrington, Pa.,
on Jan. 5, 2014.

Joseph W. Lindberger Jr. (B.S.) of Newtown,
Pa., on April 7, 2013.

Raymond T. Vasoli (B.S.) of Blue Bell, Pa.,
on Feb. 20, 2014.

Anthony Tosi (B.S.) of Havertown, Pa., on
Sept. 28, 2013.

Christopher J. Jud, CPA (B.S.) of Elkins
Park, Pa., is co-chair of the Emerging CPAs
Committee of the Pennsylvania Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.

Katie A. (Daniels) Lechleitner (B.A.) and her
husband, Brad, welcomed a son, Brennan.

Kevin J. Lagowski (B.A.) married Rachael R.
Samuels.
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Katharine A. Prokop, Ph.D. (B.A.) married
Jeffrey D. Prigge, CPA (B.S.).
Shelly A. Ray (B.A.) of Everett, Wash., earned
a master’s degree in library and information

1 9 7 9 Mary R. Kershaw (B.A.) of
Wallingford, Pa., on Dec. 11, 2013.
1 9 8 1 James W. Staerk, Esq. (B.A.) of
Roslyn, Pa., on April 12, 2014.
1 9 8 3 Linda Robinson Lawler (B.S.) of
Doylestown Pa., on Oct. 3, 2013.
2 0 0 5 Kevin M. Kersten (B.S.) of Glenside,
Pa., on Jan. 5, 2013.
2 0 0 8 Colleen Nesbitt (B.A.) of Gap, Pa.,
on Oct. 19, 2013.
2 0 0 9 Sean P. McIlmail (B.A.) of Willow
Grove, Pa., on Oct. 13, 2013.
2 0 1 2 Robert J. Kiefer (MCC) of Upper
Southampton, Pa., on Oct. 31, 2013.

science with a major in informatics from
the UCLA Graduate School of Education
and Information Studies.
Crista A. Ricketts (B.A.) of Douglassville, Pa.,
was inducted into the Philadelphia Big 5 Hall
of Fame’s Class of 2014. While at La Salle,
she was named a Philadelphia Big 5 First

notes
Team performer in each of her four seasons
and was the Big 5 Rookie of the Year in 2004.
She finished her career with 1,645 points
and 725 rebounds.

Bryan A. Schwartz (B.S., MBA ’10) of
Quakertown, Pa., is co-founder of the mobile
service company SociFer with fellow alum
Christopher Ciufo (B.S. ’09).

George P. Sarianos (B.S.) and his wife,
Nicole, welcomed a son, Peter George.

2 0 1 0 Marykate E. Kelly, Esq. (B.A.) of
North Wales, Pa., joined the law firm of
Rubin, Glickman, Steinberg and Gifford P.C.
of Lansdale, Pa., as an associate attorney.
Her practice focuses on civil litigation,
business, workers’ compensation, social
security disability, and estate planning
and administration.

Nicole A. Swetra (B.S.) married Ryan Beck.

2 0 0 7 Anna M (Bilinsky) Bagocius (B.S.)
and husband, Joseph, welcomed a daughter,
Avery Mary.
George J. Hudock III (B.S.) married Regina M.
Giebel (BSN ’06).
Christina E. Salvatore (B.A.) married
Christopher P. Flite (BSN ’08).
Linda M. Whiteford (B.A.) of Elizabeth, N.J.,
earned a master’s degree in library and
information science from the University of
Pittsburgh. She is working for Merck & Co.
in Kenilworth, N.J.

2 0 0 8 Christopher P. Flite (BSN) married
Christina E. Salvatore (B.A. ’07).
Jenna M. Kipp (B.A., MCC ’11) married Sean P.
Quigley (B.A.).

2 0 0 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Amy Gardner
Cranston (M.A.) and her husband, Brian
Cranston, welcomed a son, Luke Gardner.

Elizabeth (Vargo) Kemmery (M.A.) and her
husband, Mark Kemmery, welcomed a son,
Benjamin Mark.

2 0 1 1 Stephen S. Jiwanmall (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., is an anchor/video reporter
for the Bucks County Courier Times, The
Intelligencer, and Burlington County Times.
He participated in the Voices program at
the Asian American Journalists Association
National Convention, where he co-anchored
one of the newscasts.
Rose K. Motley (B.A.) married Patrick S.
Joyce (B.S., MBA ’11).

2 0 1 3 Sean T. Hurley (B.S.) of Olivebridge,
N.Y., is pursuing an MBA at the State
University of New York (SUNY) at New Paltz.

Some fans take home a T-shirt as a concert souvenir—
Greg Squassi, ’13, and Anthony Lucci, ’14, got something much better at Bruce Springsteen’s May 14
concert in Hershey, Pa. Springsteen superfans Squassi
(in the yellow shirt) and Lucci had the once-in-alifetime opportunity to jam on stage with their idol
to “Tenth Avenue Freeze Out.” The friends strategized
for months about how to get on stage with Springsteen
and, the day of the concert, they positioned themselves in front of the stage with a giant homemade
sign ringed with lights that read, “Can We Jam with
the E Street Band?” Springsteen, who is known for
bringing fans on stage with him during concerts,
spotted the sign and gestured for Squassi and Lucci
to join him.

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at www.lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			
Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving
club activities
alumni-admission recruiting
volunteer activities
La Salle Fund
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HOMECOMING ’14 | NOV. 15
ALUMNI PARTY | NOON – 2:30 P.M.
LA SALLE MEN’S BASKETBALL | EXPLORERS VS. COLGATE RAIDERS | 3 P.M.

explorersconnect.lasalle.edu/homecoming14

